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Langston Hughes
Let America Be America Again
(1938)

Let America be American again.

Let it be the dream it used to be.

Let it be the pioneer on the plain
Seeking a home where he himself is free.

(America never was America to me.) -

Let America be the dream the dreamers dreamed—
Let it be that great strong land of love

Where never kings connive nor tyrants scheme
That any man be crushed by one above.

(It never was America to me.)

O, let my land be a land where Liberty
Is crowned with no false patriotic wreath,
‘But opportunity is real, and life is free,
Equality is in the air we breathe.

(There’s never been equality for me,
Nor freedom in this “homeland of the. free.”)

Say who are you that mumbles in the dark?
And who.are you that draws your veil across the stars?

I'am the poor white, fooled and pushed apart,

I am the Negro bearing slavery’s scars.

I am the red man driven from the land,

T'am the immigrant clutching the hope I seek—
"And finding only the same old stupid plan

Of dog eat dog, of mighty crush the weak.

(e




Irony in American Life

[ am the young man, full of strength and hope,
Tangled in that ancient endless chain

Of profit, power, gain, of grab the land! :
Of grab the gold! Of grab the ways of satisfying need!
Of work the men! Of take the pay!

Of owning everything for one’s own greed!

I am the farmer, bondsman to the soil.

‘Tam the worker sold to the machine.

I'am the Negro, servant to you all.

I'am the people, worried, hungry, mean—
Hungry yet today despite the dream.

Beaten yet today—O, Pioneers!

I am the man who never got ahead,

The poorest worker bartered through the years.

Yet I'm the one who dreamt our basic dream

In that Old World while still a serf of kings,

Who dreamt a dream so strong, so brave, so true,
That even yet its mighty daring sings

In every brick and stone, i every furrow turned
That’s made America. the land it has become.

O, I'm the man who sailed those early seas

- In search of what T meant tg be my home—

For I'm the one who left dark Ireland’s shore,
And Poland’s plain, and England’s grassy lea,
And torn from Black Africa’s strand I came
“To-build a “homeiand of the free.”

The free?

A dream— IR
Still beckoning to mel-

O, let America be. America again—

The land that never has been yet—

And yet must be— o

The land where every man is free. -

The land that's mine— o

The poor man’s, Indian’s, Negro’s, ME—

Who made America, :

Whose sweat and blood, whose faith and pain, .
Whose hand at the foundry, whose plow in the rain,

Must bring back our mighty dream again.

Sure, call me’any ugly name you choose—

The steel of freedom does not stain.

From those who live like leeches on the people’s lives,
We must take back our land again,

Americal

Oh, yes,

I say it plain,

America never was America to me,
And yet I swear this oath—
America will bel

An ever-living seed,

Its dream ] .

Lies deep in the heart of me.

We, the people, must redeem

Our land, the mines, the plants, the rivers,
The mountiins and the endless plain—

All, all the stretch of these great green states——

" And make America again!
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Homophile Youth Movement Flier

GET THE MAFIA AND THE COPS OUT OF GAY BARS. The nights of Friday, June
27, 1969 and Saturday, June 28, 1969 will go down in history as the first time
that thousands of Homosexual men and women went out into the streets to
protest the intolerable situation which has existed in New York City for many
years—namely, the Mafia (or syndicate) control of this city’s Gay bars in collu-
sion with certain elements in the Police Dept. of the City of New York. The
demonstrations were triggered by a Police raid on the Stonewall Inn late Friday
night, June 27th. The-purported reason for the raid was the Stonewall’s lack of
a liquor license. Who's kidding whom here? Can anybody really believe that
an operation as big as the Stonewall could continue for almost three years just
a few blocks from the 6th Precinct house without having a liquor license? No!
The Police have known about the Stonewall operation all along. What's hap-
pened is the presence of new “brass” in 6th Precinct which has vowed to “drive
the fags out of the Village.” '
Many of you have noticed one of the signs which the “management” of the
Stonewall has placed outside stating “Legalize Gay bars and lick the problem.
* Judge Kenneth Keating (a former US Senator) ruled in January, 1968 that even
close dancing between Homosexuals is legal. Since that date there has been
nothing legal, per se, about a Gay bar. What is illegal about New York City’s
Gay bars today is the Mafia (or syndicate) stranglehold on them. Legitimate
Gay businessmen are afraid to open decent Gay bars with a healthy social at-
mosphere (as opposed to the hell-hole atmosphere of places typified by the
Stonewall) because of fear of pressure from the unholy alliance of the Mafia
and elements in the Police Dept. who accept payoffs and protect the Mafia mo-
nopoly.
‘We at the Homophile Youth Movement (HYMN) believe thdt the only way

this monopoly can be broken is through the action of Homosexual men and

women themselves. We obviously cannot rely on the various agencies of gov-
ernment who for years have known about this situation but who have refused
to do anything about it. '

Therefore we urge the following: 1) That Gay businessmen step forward and
open Gay bars that will be run legally with competitive pricing and a healthy
social atmosphere. 2) That Homosexual men and women boycott places like
the Stonewall. The only way, it seems, that we can get the criminal elements
out of gay bars is simply to make it unprofitable for them. 3) That the Homo-
sexual citizens of New York City, and concerned Heterosexuals, write to Mayor
Lindsay demanding a thorough investigation and effective action to correct
this intolerable situation. ‘
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Speech After Being Convicted Of Voting In The 1872 Presidential Election
by Susan B. Anthony

Stump speech delivered in all 29 postal districts of Monroe Co. (New York State) in 1873

Friends and fellow citizens: [ stand before you tonight under indictment for the
alleged crime of having voted at the last presidential election, without having a lawful right
to vote. It shall be my work this evening to prove to you that in thus voting, I not only
committed no crime, but, instead, simply exercised my citizen's rights, guaranteed to me
and all United States citizens by the National Constitution, beyond the power of any state to
deny.

The preamble of the Federal Constitution says:

"We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the
United States of America.”

It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens; nor yet we, the male citizens;
but we, the whole people, who formed the Union. And we formed it, not to give the
blessings of liberty, but to secure them; not to the half of ourselves and the half of our
posterity, but to the whole people - women as well as men. And it is a downright mockery
to talk to women of their enjoyment of the blessings of liberty while they are denied the use
of the only means of securing them provided by this democratic-republican government -
the ballot...

To them this government has no just powers derived from the consent of the
governed. To them this government is not a democracy. It is not a republic. It is an odious
aristocracy; a hateful oligarchy of sex; the most hateful aristocracy ever established on the
face of the globe; an oligarchy of wealth, where the rich govern the poor. An oligarchy of
learning, where the educated govern the ignorant, or even an oligarchy of race, where the
Saxon rules the African, might be endured; but this oligarchy of sex, which makes father,
brothers, husband, sons, the oligarchs over the mother and sisters, the wife and daughters,
of every household - which ordains all men sovereigns, all women subjects, carries
dissension, discord, and rebellion into every home of the nation. Webster, Worcester, and
Bouvier all define a citizen to be a person in the United States, entitled to vote and hold
office.

The only question left to be settled now is: Are women persons? And I hardly

believe any of our opponents will have the hardihood to say they are not. Being persons,




